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Living in Other Places: a sense of citizenship

Grade 3
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Activity: Depending on Others

Time: 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

In global and natural communities, humans and animals rely on each other for survival.  Discuss with the class the following:

• How do animals depend upon one another ? (food web)

• How do you depend on your parents and your friends?

• How do you depend upon people you don’t even know? (farmers for food, other countries for clothing, oil, etc.)

•What if the lifecycle of a seal were interrupted.  How would this affect the inuit people? The fish population?

After your discussion, have students draw a picture of how they depend on others and if there is time, they can present their drawing to the class.

Activity: Living in other places

Time: 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

This is a great opportunity for students to “show and tell”.  This lesson would work best if the children had a few days to prepare.  They should talk to their parents about a country they have visited or lived in ….or a place they would like to visit.  

Things students could bring to school:

•Pictures

•Old passports (or an example of a passport and what a passport is)

•Souvenir or something special from the country

•An example of food from the country

Some discussion ideas when the students are talking about their travels:

• Did they fly on an airplane?

• Did they have to use a passport? (what is a passport?)

• How did they feel the moment they got off the plane? How did their parents feel?

• How would they like to live in that country?

• What is the climate like?

• What are the trees and animals like?

This is a great opportunity for students to begin understanding different lifestyles and communities…and to have a sense of belonging or citizenship for their own home.
Activity: Cultivate Your Commitment to Canada
Time: 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

Talk about what it means to be Canadian, here is a great resource on this topic from the Canadian government:

“Cultivate Your Commitment to Canada is a series of three activity guides designed for use in schools and community youth groups across Canada. These resources explore the nature of Canadian citizenship, the values that we share as Canadians, and the responsibilities inherent in participating actively in Canadian culture. Citizenship involves much more than having a birth certificate, reciting an oath or learning the national anthem: it includes a commitment to ourselves, our neighbourhoods, our country and our global community. It is an opportunity to share in the rights and benefits intrinsic to living in a peaceful, inclusive and democratic country.” 

URL: http://www.cic.gc.ca/english/citizen/guide_2003_e/notes.html
Curriculum links for this unit:





Science Unit E: Animal Life Cycles


3–10 Describe the appearances and life cycles of some common animals, and identify


their adaptations to different environments.





Social Studies: Connecting with the world 


3.1 Communities in the World


3.2 Global Citizenship - recognize how their actions might affect people elsewhere in the world and how the actions of others might affect them (C, GC)


• respect the equality of all human beings (C, GC, I)
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