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Habitats and Communities: comparisons in Canada

Grade 2
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Activity: Daily Observations 

Time: 5 – 15 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

Daily observation activities can provide a direction and focus for students in building their sense of place. Daily excursions to observe the weather, bird feeders, or just to visit a spot in the schoolyard over time, help to build a real concept of what makes up the local community. Challenge students to examine things such as colour, texture, patterns, seasonal changes, plant-plant interactions, the effects of wind, temperature gradients, and plant-animal interactions. Compile the observation cards into a book. 

1.  The Daily Weather Cards can be filled out at the same time each day, or on the same day each month. Over time, this data can be used for students to construct weather patterns.  If you have the budget or the equipment, you could measure weather with these instruments:

thermometer (to measure temperature)

anemometer (to measure wind)

hygrometer (to measure humidity) 

rain gauge (to measure precipitation)

light meter (to measure light)

A few of these instruments can be made by students: for example, see

www.ecokidsonline.com/pub/fun_n_games/printables/activities/assets/science_nature/rain.pdf
for instructions on how students can make a rain gauge.

Use the words from the What’s Happening Outside? observation cards (see below) to form the basis for creative writing activities. 

2.  Bird Feeder Watch

An ongoing monitoring program called Project Feeder Watch is an organized way for students to participate in learning about their local community.  Participants collect and submit data on the birds visiting feeders between November and March. Curriculum package and identification tips and visuals are available. To learn more, contact www.bsc-eoc.org
Daily Weather

Date: ____________

Time: ​​​​​​​​​____________

Mark the Line to Show Each Indicator of Weather

Temperature
_____________________________________________

        COLD







HOT

Wind
_____________________________________________

WINDY






  STILL

Humidity
____________________________________________

                    HUMID






                        DRY

Precipitation
____________________________________________

                    WET SNOW
 
RAIN

DRY SNOW
                     NONE

Light
_____________________________________________

                    SUNNY



       

      
      CLOUDY

Describe the weather in one sentence:

What’s Happening Outside?

LOOK
FEEL


SMELL

LISTEN

Write 4 words to 
Write 2 words
Write 2 words
Write 3 words

describe what you
to describe what
to describe what
to describe what

can see.
you can feel.

you can smell.

you can hear.

Bird Feeder Watch

Observer’s Name: __________

Date: __________

Weather: __________
Which birds are visiting the feeder?  Describe the most obvious markings on one bird:

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

What kind of bird do you think it might be (use a field guide to birds). 

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How do birds like different types of feeders?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Do different species of birds like different food?

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

Describe any features of birds that help them to feed.

_____________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________

How do birds drink water?

_____________________________________________________________________________

Do birds come to drink at certain times of the day?

_____________________________________________________________________________
Activity: Question Hunt -What’s Happening in our Community?

Time: 30 minutes

Background: What is a Natural Community? 

It’s an association of living things -- plant and animal -- inhabiting a common environment and interacting with one another.

 See URL: www.hww.ca/hww2.asp?id=122
Instructions for the Teacher

Every day for a week, select a site within walking distance of the school to investigate (a local park, a store, the post office, the library, the bank, etc.) Explain to the group that each student will have three minutes at the site to come up with two questions to be shared with the group. Work with students to ask open-ended questions, as opposed to questions that can be answered with a simple ‘yes’ or ‘no’. When the site has been toured, ask each student to share his or her questions BUT NOT THE ANSWERS. Write down the questions. 

On the walk back to school, make a point of visiting a different natural community each day. (A tree, a muddy area in a vacant lot, a grassland at the edge of a fence, a flower bed, etc.) Repeat the activity, focusing the students’ frame of reference on the natural community. Write down the questions. 

Back at school, place all of the questions in a bag, and have students each pick out one question. Challenge students to determine whether the question pertains to a human or a natural community, and try to answer some of the questions.  Have students compare and contrast natural and human communities.

Activity: Community Question Board comparison

Time: 5 minutes each day

Instructions for the Teacher

To help build a local sense of community, build a question board with students. With the class, brainstorm this question: What are all of the things we want to know about the natural community where we live? Put the student questions on a bulletin board, and take time each day to answer some of these questions. Examples of local questions include: 

· Which way does the wind normally blow here?

· Where does the school’s drinking water come from?

· Why do birds fly south in the winter?

· What sounds do the wild animals around here make?

· Where does dew come from?

· What kinds of spiders live here?

· Where is the winter home of the red squirrels that visit our schoolyard?

· What does the seed inside a spruce cone look like?

· Why do trees have roots?

· When do the birds that visit our schoolyard build their nests?

· Why is grass green?

· Why do ducks have webbed feet?

· Why do some flowers smell nice and other flowers don’t smell at all?

· Where is the nearest spot to find habitat for a coyote?

· Where does the rain go after it hits the schoolyard?

· What types of plants and animals make up the schoolyard community?

When your question board is full of questions and answers, find another school in Canada that you could communicate with and ask them the same questions.  Display their answers on the question board and compare.

Activity: Comparing Communities
Time:  15 minutes

Background: This activity is for the students to start making comparative observations. By making these sorts of observations regularly students can eventually move from making straight observations to determining causal relationships between the comparisons. Comparison activities such as this make an excellent bulletin board and can be used for future writing topics. 

Instructions for the Teacher

A simple way to organize student research is for them to participate in comparison studies. Ask the students to work in pairs. One student explores one aspect of a question while the other student examines another aspect. After the students have had a chance to get experienced with this activity, give them an opportunity to determine their own comparisons. A few examples of comparison studies to examine the local community include:

· Compare air temperatures in open areas with temperatures in shaded areas.

· Compare the snow depth upwind of a tree or fence with snow depths downwind.

· Compare the length of a dandelion leaf in a shaded spot with the length of the leaves in exposed areas.

· Compare the function of a school to the function of a church.

· Compare the areas of preference where boys spend their time in the schoolyard at recess to the areas that girls prefer.

· Compare the important rituals for Christians at Christmas vs. the rituals for Jewish people at Hanukkah. 

· Compare the activity at an anthill on a warm, sunny day with the activity on a rainy day.

· Compare the temperature at one meter off the ground, to the temperature at ground level.

· Compare the types of transportation available in a rural to an urban community. 

· Compare the types of professions that students’ parents’ engage in. 

· Compare a grassland community to an aspen parkland community. 

· Compare an aquatic community to a terrestrial community.

Activity: A visit with an “elder”

Time:  15 – 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher:

Invite an older person who grew up in the community for an interview and discussion. Let the person know in advance that the goal of the activity is to compare past and present environments and people. Ask the person what part of his or her life is especially interesting and should be discussed. 

Prior to the interview, ask students: What things might have changed since the time your grandparents were your age? Tell the class that they’ll have a chance to interview a person who lived in the community twenty (or more?) years ago. Brainstorm a list of questions for the visitor such as: What was this community like when you were young?

What kind of animals did you see in this area when you were young?  What animals are there more of now?  What animals are there less of?

Were there more trees when you were young?

On the day of the interview, ask a student in advance to introduce and thank your guest. Tell the students that after interviewing your guest, the students will be interviewing each other using the same questions. Then we can see how life is different now than when the visitor was younger. 

For homework, have students interview members of their family and people in the community using the same questions. Students can then share their responses and make a timeline of how the community has changed. Alternately, have students interview their parents about how their family observes a particular holiday. Students might brainstorm questions to ask, such as: What special foods do we eat. What songs do we sing? What traditions did you follow when you were young? etc. Students record their findings and compare their interviews with those of other students. 

Other Links and Resources: http://www.cd.gov.ab.ca/enjoying_alberta/parks/featured/kananaskis/ed_materials.asp - this is an excellent resource from Kananaskis Çountry.  There are many great activities you can download and share with your students.  For example: Our World – A special Place where students use their five senses to discover the natural aspects of the world in which they live.

Curriculum links for this unit:





Science Unit E: Small Crawling and Flying Animals 


Recognize that there are many different kinds of small crawling and flying animals, and identify a range of examples that are found locally.


Recognize that small animals, like humans, have homes where they meet their basic needs of air, food, water, shelter and space; and describe any special characteristics that help the animal survive in its home.


5. Describe the relationships of these animals to other living and nonliving things in their habitat, and to people.





Social Studies 2.1 Canada’s Dynamic Communities


Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how geography, culture, language, heritage, economics and resources shape and change Canada’s communities.





Social Studies 2.2  A Community in the Past


Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how a community emerged, and of how  the various interactions and cooperation among peoples ensure the continued growth and vitality of the  community.





Language Arts


Record key facts in own words


Record ideas and information in ways that make sense.





















Integrated Unit Plan – from www.geoec.org/lessons
Page 1
Integrated Unit Plan – from www.geoec.org/lessons                           Page 1

[image: image2.jpg]