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Precious Water: is it a need, a right or a commodity?

Grade 5
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Activity: Shelter Shuffle

Time: - 45 minutes

Background: Shelter shuffle is a fun, active game.   Students discover that changes in the availability of natural resources such as water, food and shelter result in changes in the size of an animal population.

Instructions for the Teacher: Before you begin this activity, discuss with the class why water is important to life
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Activity: Discussion on Canadian Wetland ecosystems; 

Time: 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

1. Look at a map of Canada and discuss how much fresh water we have in Canada.  Discuss the difference between Lakes, rivers, ponds and swamps. 

2. Discuss where people have settled in relation to water 

3. Using poster paper, create a wetland food web with producers, consumers and decomposers.  Discuss how wetland ecosystems involve interactions between living and non-living components.

4. Talk about how Wetlands (swamps) were considered “wastelands” many years ago and people would often fill them in to build houses, etc. and this led to a huge problem in the “web of life”.

Activity:  Water and Land Ecosystems
Time: 1 hour

Background: After learning about wetland organisms, students make links between an aquatic ecosystem and one that they are much more familiar with – dry land. By comparing threats and mechanisms of ecosystem protection, students realize that water and land ecosystems have much in common

Instructions for the teacher

Go to the following link for the Water and Land Ecosystems activity URL: http://www.cpawscalgary.org/education/free-resources/wetland-web.html
Activity:  World Waterways

Time: 30 minutes

Instructions for the Teacher

Discuss how water is a precious resource and energy source.  If able, visit a local dam and hydro power station; study the pros and cons to building dams.  Why do we build dams? How do Dams affect the ecosystem?  Look at the different issue’s surrounding the building of Dams (Old Man Dam, Saskatchewan river dam, etc.) 

Some suggestions for pros and cons to building dams:

	Pros to dams


	Cons to Dams



	Provides water to many communities
Can provide electricity
Can provide a recreational area

	Destroys natural ecosystem and landscape
Visual impact
May increase water temperature
Destroys natural habitats and usually wetlands


Concluding Activity: Discuss whether water is a need, a right or a commodity 

Time: 30 minutes – 3 days

Instructions for the Teacher

1. Research different water quality actions ( i.e. “the drain is just for rain”, “new and improved” sewage systems, keeping our wetlands).

2. Discuss water issues in other countries and how we take for granted “turning on a tap” and “clean water.”

3. How has the abundance of water in Canada helped shape “the Canadian Identity”?

Resources for this topic:

•  Poster kit showing functions of wetlands, wetland types and ecosystems, and wetland issues. Alberta Government, Environmental Education;Wetlands



 • URL: Wetland Web of Life


• The World's Water 

URL: http://www.worldwater.org/links.htm - univer
Curriculum links for this unit:





Science Topic C: Classroom Chemistry 


 5. Recognize that the surface of water has distinctive properties, and describe the


interaction of water with other liquids and solids.





Science Topic E: Wetland Ecosystems


9. Identify human actions that can threaten the abundance or survival of living things in wetland ecosystems; e.g., adding pollutants, changing the flow of water, trapping or hunting pond wildlife.


10. Identify individual and group actions that can be taken to preserve and enhance wetland habitats.


11. Students will recognize that changes in part of an environment have effects on the whole environment





Social Studies 5.1: Canada, its geography and people


 The environment plays a major role in determining where and how people in Canada live.





New Social Studies Curriculum 5.1:  Physical Geography of Canada


Students will demonstrate an understanding and appreciation of how the physical geography and natural resources of Canada affect quality of life of all Canadians.





New Social Studies Curriculum 5.3:  Canada:  Shaping an Identity


Students will demonstrate an understanding of events and factors that have changed the ways of life in Canada over time and appreciate the impact of these changes on citizenship and identity.
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