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What should /A

I write?

Deciding what to write about gives your
youngster a chance to be creative. But it
can also be a challenge. Here are some
fun ways for your child to come up with
story ideas.

Listen to music. Put on a CD or the radio.

Ask your youngster what he thinks a song is about or what it
reminds him of. He can use his thoughts to write a story.

Read a book. Your youngster can turn
) his favorite part of a book into a com-
\\\\\\\ pletely different tale. For instance,

—  after reading The Rainbow Fish by
Marcus Pfister, he might write a story
about a colorful bird who lives in the
rain forest.

/ Talk to a friend. He can call a class-
~~~~~ mate to brainstorm story topics—

putting their heads together may lead
to a great idea.

E

Look at art. A painting can inspire an interesting story. Visit
a gallery, go to www.nga.gov/kids, or get an art book such as

Pretend to be someone else. Your child might imagine that Museum ABC (The Metropolitan Museum of Art). Suggest that
he is a teacher at his school or an ice cream truck driver. Have  your child choose a picture and pretend it’s the illustration
him write a story from that point of view. for his story as he writes.¥ hies
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My daughter got a nice report card,
but her oral language grade was a little
low. Celina talks constantly at home, so I was surprised.

This homemade bingo game will help

your youngster learn about vowels. When I asked her teacher, I learned a lot about the skills

Together, think of 25 three-letter
words—5 each with a different vowel (a,
e, i, 0, u) in the middle. Examples: rap,
met, dim, top, sun. Have your child
write each word on a separate slip of
paper and place the slips in a bowl.

Then, help
her make
bingo cards.
Draw lines to
divide sheets of
paper into five rows
and columns, and put a

vowel at the top of each column. Pull parts of speech

one word at a time and write it under

her grade was based on.

Mrs. Ross explained that Celina has a good vocabu-
lary and participates in class discussions. But like many
children, she is still learning to listen to what others say, take turns talking,
and stay on topic.

I asked how we could help Celina at home. The teacher suggested that we encour:
age Celina to practice listening and taking turns during our regular family talks. She
said she gives students gentle reminders—she taps her ear for “listen” and holds up
her index finger for “wait your turn.” I have been trying these ideas, and they seem
to be working. I'm hoping Celina’s oral language grade will go up next quarter—and
I think all of us are enjoying our family conversations more! ¥

the correct vowel. Note: Put the words Help your child learn about different ~ people around you, and take turns say-
on different spots on the cards so each parts of speech with these games that ing a word that describes their actions.
one is different. you can play at home or on the go. At a bank, for example, you might watch

To play, a caller picks a slip and reads @ 5ome words label people, places, and people write, wait, count, talk, type, sit,
the word aloud. Fach player covers that  thingsthey are called nouns. Use this ~ and even fidget.

word with a coin. Ask your youngster activity to teach your youngster to be ® Descriptive words (adjectives) make

to listen closely so she’ll hear the vowel specific with nouns. Look around you writing more colorful. Have your young-
sound. The first player to get five words  an4 say a general word for each category  ster pick any object he sees and add a
in a row calls, “Bingo!” Idea: For extra you see (woman, room, tool). word that describes it

practice, trade cards and play again.¥ Ask your child to think of

O UR P URUPOSE three words that are more

(green curtain). You
repeat his word and

To provide busy parents with practical ways exact (doctor, office, ste tho- add your own (SOft
to promote their children’s reading, writing, Pl in with een curtain).
and language skills. - €). C?y e t gr s dC)l
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descriptive words
until you run out of
ideas. Then, choose a
new item to describe.¥




FEBRUARY'S CHARACTER WORD OF THE MONTH IS:   RESILIENCY








              Coffee with the Principal and ESE Parent Presentation

 On Wednesday, Feb 8th, please join us for Coffee with the Principal.    The Parent Presentation topic for February is “Preparing your child for the 3rd, 4th, 5th grade Math and Reading PSSA tests” – presented by Julie Rubino, District Literacy Coach.  This event will be held in our cafeteria from 9:15am-10:00am.

Please come to the main office about 20 minutes prior to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must be presented.
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          Lifetouch Group & Pennant Pictures

Lifetouch will be coming to ESE on Wednesday, February 29th for          Group and Pennant pictures. 


ESE Kindergarten Screening for 2012-2013 School Year
If you have a child that will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2012, 
registration applications are being accepted at the district office.  You may pick up a packet at any school in our district, or download it from the ESASD website.  
The kindergarten screening dates for ESE will be May 14 and May 15, 2012.    
PTO Events at ESE  
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PTO School Store will be held in the ESE Atrium during all lunch periods on the following dates:

Wednesday, February 8th
Wednesday, February 22nd 

[image: image2.wmf]  PTO Book Fair - will be held daily from Monday, February 13th to 
                Friday, February 17th in the atrium at ESE from 10:00am - 2:00pm.



[image: image3]    _ESE PTO Tricky Tray Schedule  
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Date:   Saturday, March 3, 2012
Place:  Gymnasium at East Stroudsburg Elementary School

 
Starting time and additional information will be forthcoming from the PTO



Congratulations to Mr. Trauschke and students, Rachel Wesselius and Isabella Felloni, who represented ESE at the ESASD School Board Recognition Night, held on Monday, January 23, 2012 at ESHS South.   Our ESE representatives recognized and entertained
Mr. Robert Cooke, Vice President of the ESASD School Board.
Spelling Bee Competition 2011-12
On Tuesday, January 24, 2012, Round 1 of the Russell Hughes Spelling Bee Competition was held at Resica Elementary.   Fifth grade teacher, Mr. Thomas Trauschke, escorted the following 5th grade ESE students who participated:  
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      Name of Student
            
    Teacher
   Ryan Dodoo


   Mrs. Souffrant

   Adler Haas


   Mr. Zamorski

     
    Diana Rockman

    Mr. Trauschke

Michael Sezen


Mr. Trauschke

Noell Walden


Mr. Luchowski

Alternates:
         Danielle Tyson


Mr. Zamorski

              

Santina Zayas


Mr. Luchowski
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                  ESE's Second Annual Vocabulary Bee

Each day since the beginning of September, vocabulary words have been posted and reviewed in all classrooms.


In January, teachers from grades 2 through 5 began preparation for our school's second annual Vocabulary Bee.  Students participated in grade 
level contests separately, and below is the list of winners from grades
2 through 5.



 Student


 Grade


     Teacher


5th Grade

Daniel Opong-Duah

Mrs. Souffrant


4th Grade

Gabrielle Saffer


Mr. Parton


3rd Grade

Matt Rogowski


Mrs. Hegarty


2nd Grade

John Pride



Miss Shadle


Grade Level Assembly

Our next Grade Level Assembly will be held on Thursday, February 16th in 
Rm 300.  Awards including Student of the Month for both December and January, will be presented at this assembly.  Parents are always welcome to attend.   Please come to the main office about 20 minutes prior to each grade’s assembly to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must be presented.
	Assembly Time
	Grade

	10:00 am
	3

	10:30 am
	4

	11:00 am
	5


	12:00 pm
	1

	12:30 pm
	K

	1:30 pm
	2
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   February is:                                  National Children’s Dental Health Month

Each February, the American Dental Association (ADA) sponsors National Children's Dental Health Month to raise awareness about the importance of oral health. NCDHM messages and materials have reached millions of people in communities across the country.

Developing good habits at an early age and scheduling regular dental visits helps children get a good start on a lifetime of healthy teeth and gums.
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PiCKS Read-aloud favorites

M A Sick Day for Amos McGee
Zookeeper Amos
McGee always takes
good care of his
animals. So when
he has a cold, the
animals go to his
house and take care of him. They play
games, read to him, and make sure
he is warm and comfortable. A tale of
friendship by Philip Stead. (Also avail-
able in Spanish.)

B Airplanes: Soaring!
Diving! Turning!
Readers will
discover many
different kinds
of airplanes in
this fact-filled book by Patricia Hub-
bell. Your child will learn the purpose
of each plane, from familiar passenger
jets to hydroplanes and crop dusters.

B Amelia Bedelia’s First Valentine
Fans of grown-up Amelia Bedelia will
love this story about the goofy house-
keeper as a child. Amelia is confused
by figures of speech, so on Valentine’s
Day, she thinks a “cutie pie” is some-
thing you eat, and she can’t figure out
how to wear her heart on her sleeve.
The first book in Herman Parish’s
series about young Amelia.

B Ten Grouchy Groundhogs
After being stuck in the ground all
winter, the groundhogs are not in a
good mood. In this cute story by
Kathryn Heling and Deborah Hem-
brook, your youngster can count
T backward from 10 as
< each animal pops
out of the crowded
den on Ground-
hog Day.

East Stroudsburg Elementary School

Let’s sing!

Your child might
know “The Farmer in
the Dell” and “Row,
Row, Row Your Boat”
by heart—but does
she know what
words like “dell”
and “merrily”
mean? She can use
familiar songs to
learn new words,
play with rhymes,

Here’s how.

Figure out meanings

When you sing with your youngster,
talk about what the lyrics mean. If she
doesn’t know a word, see if she can fig-
ure it out from the context of the line.
(“Mary had a little lamb. Its fleece was
white as snow.” What could fleece be?)
Or help her look it up in the dictionary.

Write lyrics

Your child can learn about rhymes
by making up lyrics to favorite tunes.
First, have her pick a song and name the
rhyming words. For example, “Twinkle,
Twinkle, Little Star” includes “star” and

Irene C. Livingston, Principal

“are,” and “high” and “sky.” Then, help
her write her own rhyming lines. (“Spar-
Kkle, sparkle, little moon, where do you
hide when it’s noon?”) Finally, sing the
song with her.

Read song books

Ask a librarian for picture-book ver-
sions of songs, such as “My Favorite
Things” or “Down by the Bay.” When
you read them with your child, have her
point to things in the illustrations and
find the matching lyrics (“raindrops on
roses,” “llamas eating their pajamas”).
Idea: Encourage your youngster to write
out the words and illustrate a song.¥

along with the following:

Jooks like a character. ¥

These activity bags make reading extra fun. Let your
youngster choose a book and place it in a zipper bag

® Props. Add household items and toys that are simi-
lar to objects and characters in the book. Your child
can use them to act out the story as he reads. For
example, props for Stone Soup (Marcia Brown) could
include rocks, a small bowl, and plastic vegetables.

® Craft supplies. Include materials (paper, crayons,
scissors, glue) so your youngster can do a project related to the book. He might
design a bookmark showing what happens in the story or create a mask that

—t
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Connecting
with books

“We live in a tall apartment building,
just like the family in this book!” It’s
easier for your child to understand a
story if he can relate to it. Here are
tips for helping him connect with

books:

® When you're reading a book that
reminds you of something, point it out to

your youngster. Example: “I ride a train like
that to work.” Then, encourage him to do the same.

You might ask, “Who does that character look like?” or,

“Have you ever been to a place like that?”

Rearrange
a word

What do “Abby” and
“baby” have in common? They are ana-
grams—words that have the exact same
letters in a different order. Your child can
learn to unscramble words with this ana-
gram activity.

Have your youngster start by writing
each letter of the alphabet on a separate
sheet of paper. Then, think of a three-
letter word (eat), and put the letters for
the word on a
table or on
the floor.
Ask your
child to
rearrange
the letters to
spell as many new
words as possible (tea, ate).

Next, give her a four-letter word and
see if she can spell new words using
those letters (care, race; hops, shop).
Then, switch roles and let her think
of anagrams for you.

Idea: Have your child keep a running
list of all the words the two of you spell —
she’ll have a collection of anagrams.¥

O U R P URPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ways
to promote their children’s reading, writing,
and language skills.
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® Use your child’s experi-
ences to increase his under-
standing of a story. For
instance, ask him to use what
he knows about birthdays to
predict what will happen dur
ing a party in the book (“The
kids are probably going to
play games and eat cake”).

® Help your youngster find
books that are related to an
upcoming event in his life. If
you're moving, try Boomer’s
Big Day (Constance McGeorge).
Talk about how the character feels

I/

(confused, nervous) and what your child might experience

s
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R

Choosing read-alouds

@ 1 know it’s important to read aloud to
my daughter, but I'm not sure how to pick the right books.

What do you suggest?

@ 1t's a good idea to read a wide variety of books, from
fairy tales to nonfiction, so that your daughter will be

exposed to many genres.

Books with repeating lines are especially fun to read
aloud. Youngsters love hearing, “I'll huff, and I'll puff,
and I'll blow your house down!” from The Three Little
Pigs. Detailed illustrations, like those in books by Jan

(packing belongings, meeting new neighbors). ¥

.
eee’
®®t0sccccsccssscsccsscsssescn®

Brett, hold children’s attention because there’s so much to look at on each page.
And be sure to read books that you enjoyed when you were little. Knowing that you
liked a book when you were her age will get your child excited about reading it.
Finally, when you're considering a book, read the first few pages to decide whether
you think it will capture your youngster’s attention. If the story appeals to her right

away, she’ll want to keep listening. ¥

My son Rodney
loves Play-Doh, and
he always comes up with such creative .
ideas. One day, I suggested that he write
directions for his inventions so his

friends or siblings could make them, too.

Rodney decided to write an instruction
manual for putting together a
Play-Doh cheeseburger. He
took a photo of each
step—making the
bun, forming the
patty, slicing the
cheese, and creating
the toppings. He

'3l Write an instruction manual

glued each photo on a sheet of paper, and
I helped him write directions underneath.
For example, to go with his picture of a
Play-Doh tomato slice, we wrote, “Roll red
dough into a ball. Flatten it.”

Then, Rodney and I stapled together
the pages of his manual. When his
friend Jesse came over after school, Rod-
ney showed him the booklet, and Jesse
was able to follow the instructions easily.
Next, Rodney wants

to write directions

for creating a

real ice cream

sundae!¥
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