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School and Home Connection
MARCH'S CHARACTER WORD OF THE MONTH IS:  ACCOUNTABILITY

[image: image1.wmf]Coffee with the Principal and ESE Parent Presentation

 On Wednesday, March 7th, please join us for “Coffee with the Principal.”  The topic for March is “Health and Wellness” and 
will be presented by ESE School Nurse, Mrs. Sue Cole, and 
ESE Physical Education teacher, Mrs. Suzanne Senese.  This 
combined event will be held in our cafeteria from 9:15am-10:00am.

Please come to the main office about 20 minutes prior to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must be presented.


PSSA Testing Schedule 

PSSA Math Test


March 13 – March 20


Grades 3, 4, 5





PSSA Reading Test

March 13 – March 20


Grades 3, 4, 5

PSSA Writing Test

April 16 – April 19


Grade 5 only

PSSA Science Test

April 23 – April 24


Grade 4 only
Please be advised, due to the Math and Reading PSSA’s there will be no morning or afternoon Study Buddy Tutoring from Monday, March 12th through Tuesday, March 20th.

PSSA PREP Celebration! – Grades 3, 4, 5


March 13th is the start of the PSSA testing.  To make final preparations for the test, we have been intensively reviewing everything that we have learned so far.  You will see various homework assignments and class work that are examples of what to expect on the test.  Please review the material with students to better prepare them!


In addition, we would like to engage your child with various activities throughout the week to help make this a fun experience.  Please be aware of the following schedule, and have fun participating!!


MONDAY, MARCH 5TH–“We’re Not Sweating the PSSA’s!”  Please wear sweatpants or comfortable clothing.
TUESDAY, MARCH 6th– Dress For Success! We are ready for the test!  Come to school wearing your fanciest clothing.  

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7TH – “Stress Can’t Find Us!”  Please wear camouflage, brown or green clothing.
THURSDAY, MARCH 8TH–“Hooray for PSSA’s!”  Show your school spirit by wearing our school colors (purple & white) to your PSSA Pep Rally.              

FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH – NO SCHOOL!!  (Relax and review!)
MONDAY, MARCH 12TH – “Rest Up For the PSSA’s!”Remember you’ll need to get a good night’s sleep before the test!!Wear your pajamas.  (Pajamas MUST be appropriate for school. NO blankets, pillows, slippers, or stuffed animals, please.)
PARENT RESOURCE CENTER for Grades K, 1, 2 at ESE


This Center includes games, puzzles, books and activities all geared toward helping your child improve his/her reading skills with you at home in a fun and relaxed atmosphere.

Please feel free to come in and borrow materials from week to week.  A Parent/Guardian needs to be present to sign-out activities; however, a student can return a borrowed item on their own.

The Parent Resource Center will be open on Thursdays from 3:10 p.m. to 3:30 p.m. until May 3, 2012, in the ESE Atrium.



Grade Level Assembly

Our next Grade Level Assembly will be held on Friday, March 23rd in Rm 300.   Awards including Student of the Month for February, will be presented at this assembly.  Parents are always welcome to attend.   Please come to the main office about 20 minutes prior to each grade’s assembly to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must be presented.

	Assembly Time
	Grade

	10:00 am
	3

	10:30 am
	4

	11:00 am
	5


	12:00 pm
	1

	12:30 pm
	K

	1:30 pm
	2
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PTO School Store will be held in the ESE Atrium during all lunch periods on the following dates:

Wednesday, March 7th  
Wednesday, March 28th

[image: image3]    _ESE PTO Tricky Tray Schedule  
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Date:   Saturday, March 3, 2012


Place:  Gymnasium at East Stroudsburg Elementary School



Time:   Doors open at 1:00pm, Tricky Tray starts at 2:00pm
                                     Drawing starts at 2:30pm
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What should /A

I write?

Deciding what to write about gives your
youngster a chance to be creative. But it
can also be a challenge. Here are some
fun ways for your child to come up with
story ideas.

Listen to music. Put on a CD or the radio.

Ask your youngster what he thinks a song is about or what it
reminds him of. He can use his thoughts to write a story.

Read a book. Your youngster can turn
) his favorite part of a book into a com-
\\\\\\\ pletely different tale. For instance,

—  after reading The Rainbow Fish by
Marcus Pfister, he might write a story
about a colorful bird who lives in the
rain forest.

/ Talk to a friend. He can call a class-
~~~~~ mate to brainstorm story topics—

putting their heads together may lead
to a great idea.

E

Look at art. A painting can inspire an interesting story. Visit
a gallery, go to www.nga.gov/kids, or get an art book such as

Pretend to be someone else. Your child might imagine that Museum ABC (The Metropolitan Museum of Art). Suggest that
he is a teacher at his school or an ice cream truck driver. Have  your child choose a picture and pretend it’s the illustration
him write a story from that point of view. for his story as he writes.¥ hies

.
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My daughter got a nice report card,
but her oral language grade was a little
low. Celina talks constantly at home, so I was surprised.

This homemade bingo game will help

your youngster learn about vowels. When I asked her teacher, I learned a lot about the skills

Together, think of 25 three-letter
words—5 each with a different vowel (a,
e, i, 0, u) in the middle. Examples: rap,
met, dim, top, sun. Have your child
write each word on a separate slip of
paper and place the slips in a bowl.

Then, help
her make
bingo cards.
Draw lines to
divide sheets of
paper into five rows
and columns, and put a

vowel at the top of each column. Pull parts of speech

one word at a time and write it under

her grade was based on.

Mrs. Ross explained that Celina has a good vocabu-
lary and participates in class discussions. But like many
children, she is still learning to listen to what others say, take turns talking,
and stay on topic.

I asked how we could help Celina at home. The teacher suggested that we encour:
age Celina to practice listening and taking turns during our regular family talks. She
said she gives students gentle reminders—she taps her ear for “listen” and holds up
her index finger for “wait your turn.” I have been trying these ideas, and they seem
to be working. I'm hoping Celina’s oral language grade will go up next quarter—and
I think all of us are enjoying our family conversations more! ¥

the correct vowel. Note: Put the words Help your child learn about different ~ people around you, and take turns say-
on different spots on the cards so each parts of speech with these games that ing a word that describes their actions.
one is different. you can play at home or on the go. At a bank, for example, you might watch

To play, a caller picks a slip and reads @ 5ome words label people, places, and people write, wait, count, talk, type, sit,
the word aloud. Fach player covers that  thingsthey are called nouns. Use this ~ and even fidget.

word with a coin. Ask your youngster activity to teach your youngster to be ® Descriptive words (adjectives) make

to listen closely so she’ll hear the vowel specific with nouns. Look around you writing more colorful. Have your young-
sound. The first player to get five words  an4 say a general word for each category  ster pick any object he sees and add a
in a row calls, “Bingo!” Idea: For extra you see (woman, room, tool). word that describes it

practice, trade cards and play again.¥ Ask your child to think of

O UR P URUPOSE three words that are more

(green curtain). You
repeat his word and

To provide busy parents with practical ways exact (doctor, office, ste tho- add your own (SOft
to promote their children’s reading, writing, Pl in with een curtain).
and language skills. - €). C?y e t gr s dC)l
Resources for Educators, HEW WOTS. Continue a ng

a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630 ® Tell your youngster that

540-636-4280 * recustomer@wolterskluwer.com authors pick action words
FeEE e (verbs) carefully to make their
ISSN 1540-5648 e -
writine excitine. Observe the

descriptive words
until you run out of
ideas. Then, choose a
new item to describe.¥





           ESE Dental Poster Contest Winners
                                
  Alex Hahn
       Autumn Coronado

              Mia Silva
     Alysia Papaleo
                    Isaiah Johnson

Congratulations!  Our ESE contest winners will now have their posters entered at 
the District level. Best wishes to all contestants!
ESE Kindergarten Screening for 2012-2013 School Year

If you have a child who will be 5 years old on or before September 1, 2012, 
registration applications are being accepted at the district office.  You may pick up a packet at any school in our district, or download it from the ESASD website.  
The kindergarten screening dates for ESE will be May 14 and May 15, 2012.    
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              SWPBS Movie 
The ESE School Wide Positive Behavior (SWPBS) Committee has planned a School-wide movie on Wednesday, April 4, 2012 during the school day. Students will need to turn in 50 SWPBS Tickets to attend the movie. The name of the movie is “Rio”. It is rated G.
           
Feel the rhythm... hear the beat... and let your spirit soar with Rio. This high-flying animated comedy from the makers of Ice Age is fun for the whole family and features an all-star cast that includes the voice talents of Anne Hathaway, Jesse Eisenberg, George Lopez, and Jamie Foxx.
Blu (Eisenberg) is a rare domesticated macaw who believes he's the last of his kind. But when his owner learns about Jewel (Hathaway), Blu's female counterpart in Rio de Janeiro, they set out on the adventure of a lifetime. Even though he's never learned to fly, Blu befriends a group of wise-cracking, smooth-talking city birds who help him find the courage to spread his wings and follow his destiny.


“Dine with a Friend”
[image: image12.wmf]A new SWPBS reward program, “Dine with a Friend,” began on Friday, February 24, 2012.  All grades are  eligible to participate each month by doing the following:

On the last Friday of each month, special tables are set up in the cafeteria.  Teachers will collect 10 tickets per student and submit a reservation request in advance to Mrs. Rachel Hazen.  Students and their friends must be in the same grade to dine together.  
Dining Dates for the remainder of the school year are:  
 




Mar 30th, Apr 27th, and May 25th. 
East Stroudsburg Area School District
Presents

America’s Most Practical and Entertaining Parent Training

BECOMING A LOVE AND LOGIC PARENT®

A six-week parent training program designed by the Love and Logic Institute, Inc.

Would you like to feel more confident as a parent?

Would you like to have more fun parenting?

Would you like to feel more relaxed at the end of the day?
Are you looking for new ideas on parenting?
Location: Middle Smithfield Elementary School, Route 209

(for information call Donna Lehmann-Deming at JM Hill Elementary School 424-8073, ext. 1040)

Dates: Wednesday evenings, 3/7, 3/14, 3/21, 3/28 and  4/11 and 4/18/2012

Time:  6:30 – 8:30 p.m. in the Library at Middle Smithfield Elementary

Cost:  $10.00 for the workbook, check made out to ESASD; the workshop is free if you already have a book.
Send registration to:  Donna Lehmann-Deming, RtII coordinator at JM Hill




    151 East Broad Street, East Stroudsburg, PA  18301
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Please register me for your upcoming Becoming a Love and Logic Parent® seminar

Your name:   _____________________________________________

Address:      _____________________________________________   

Phone:   ___________________      e-mail    ________________

Child/ Children’s Names and ages   ________________________________

Book needed  YES or NO    check #  _____  cash ______    Already have a book  ______

School   ____________________________________________

Send in this bottom part with book money to Mrs. Lehmann-Deming at JM Hill Elementary School and hang the top part of this flyer on your refrigerator as a reminder of the dates!

Important Dates

Mar 02 
Dr. Seuss’ Birthday 

Mar 03
ESE PTO Tricky Tray – Gym/Atrium 

         Doors open 1:00pm

Mar 07
Coffee with the Principal – Café 


  
9:15a– 10:00a
Mar 07
PTO School Store - Atrium during all lunch periods
10:00a - 2:00pm   

Mar 08
PSSA Pep Rally for Grades 3, 4, 5 – Rm 300 

Mar 09
Teacher in Service – No Students


  
8:30a – 2:00p

Mar 13
Math & Reading PSSA Testing begins today 


Mar 19
ESASD Board Meeting – Admin



  
7:00pm
Mar 20 
ESE Teacher Night at McDonald’s – Lower Main St.
4:00p – 7:00pm

Mar 22
“Walking Path Kick-off” – all grades during Recess
Mar 23
Grade Level Assemblies for all Grades – Rm 300
  
10:00a– 2:00p

Mar 26
“IF” students go to TLC with Mrs. Sue Eden

  
 9:00a – 2:00pm
Mar  28   
PTO School Store - Atrium during all lunch periods
10:00a - 2:00pm
Mar 29
PTO General Board Meeting – Café    



 6:30p – 7:30pm
Mar 30
Students “Dine with a Friend” (same grade) – Café  
10:25a – 1:45p 

Apr 04
End of the Third Marking Period
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     Recess
School will be closed for Spring Recess from Thursday, April 5th through Monday, April 9th.

School will reopen on Tuesday, April 10th.       
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Tips for Reading Success

Beginning Edition

March 2012

B A Pocket for Corduroy

During a visit to the
laundromat, Corduroy
realizes his overalls are
missing something: a
pocket. So the stuffed
bear decides to search
for one. Just like in
Don Freeman’s first
Corduroy book, a little girl named
Lisa saves the day by fixing his over-
alls. (Also available in Spanish.)

M That’s What Leprechauns Do

No one has ever found the end of a
rainbow, so it’s a great place for lepre-
chauns to hide their pots of gold. In
Eve Bunting’s story, three little lepre-
chauns almost miss a rainbow—and
lose their gold—because they’re busy
making mischief.

B Swirl by Swirl

Nature

= is full

s~ - of things
~ with spiral
patterns: a chipmunk curled in its
den, an elephant’s trunk wrapped
around its mother’s tail, a wave
crashing on the shore. Your child will
enjoy searching for all the swirls in
Joyce Sidman’s nonfiction book.

B The Incredible Book-Eating Boy
It appears that a bite has been taken
out of this book by Oliver Jeffers.
Once your child reads it, she’ll
understand why! It’s
about a little boy who
can’t stop eating
books. At first, he
gets smarter, but
then he feels sick.
How can he break
his habit?

East Stroudsburg Elementary School

It’s fun to read, and it’s fun to play
games. Why not enjoy both at the same
time? Here are three book-based games
that can encourage your child to read
and help improve his reading com-
prehension skills.

Storybook match-up

Read three short books together.
On separate cards, have your young-
ster write or draw the following from
each book: two characters (teacher,
monkey), two settings (school, zoo),
and two events (drove a magic bus, ate
bananas). Shuffle the cards, deal three to
each player, and put the rest facedown.
On each turn, draw one card, and choose
one from your hand to discard. The
winner is the first person to collect one
character, setting, and event from the
same story.

Sketch and guess

Secretly think of a book that your
family has read. Then, hang a blank sheet
of paper on the wall, and begin drawing
a picture that will help others guess the
title. For The Cat in the Hat (Dr. Seuss),
you could sketch a cat and a tall, striped
hat. Continue drawing until someone

Sorting letters and sounds

Noticing differences among letters and sounds is an
important key to reading. Your child can practice with

these activities.

ictures based on their final sound.¥

p_

Shape. Put out magnetic letters or alphabet flash
cards. Ask your youngster to sort lowercase letters by
whether the “stick” is on the left (b, p) or right (d, g).
Or she could sort uppercase letters by whether they
have curves (C, S), straight lines (K, L), or both (R, G).

Sound. Give your child old magazines, and help her cut out pictures of objects.
Then, have her spread out the letters and sort the pictures by their beginning
sounds (a fork and a fence with F, a girl and a glass with G). Variation: Let her sort

Irene C. Livingston, Principal

figures it out. The first person to name
the correct title gets the next turn. When
you're finished playing, pick one of the
books for everyone to read together.

Beach ball toss

Start by reading a story aloud. Then,
use a permanent marker to write discus-
sion questions on strips of masking tape.
Stick each one on a different-colored sec-
tion of a beach ball. (Examples: “What
word best describes the mood of the
story?” “What is another way the story
could end?”) Have everyone stand in a
circle and toss the ball. When you catch
it, answer the question that’s facing you.¥
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On the scene

Where is the best place to write? Any-
where your child goes! When she writes
about something as it is happening, she
can capture details and impressions.
Here are three ideas for writing “on
location.”

® Suggest that your youngster take
notes at a sporting event—just like

a real sports reporter. Help her write
down the names of players who get a
home run or make a touchdown, and
have her record the score. At home, let

her use her notes to write a story or tell someone about

the game.

Stamp your
passport

Reading is a great way for your child
to learn about the world. Try these sug-
gestions for helping him discover cul-
tures and places:

1. Give your youngster a closer look at
an unfamiliar item from a book. After
reading Too Many Tamales by Gary Soto,
show him masa (dough used for tama-
les) at a grocery store. Or if he reads
Mama’s Saris (Pooja Makhijani), visit

a fabric store or flea market to look at
material Indian saris are
made out of.

2. Your child can
learn about
a story’s
setting by
locating it
on a map.
Help him
see what
countries, oceans,

or rivers it is near. Then, find a weather
map in the newspaper or at weather.com
to see what the weather is like. ¥

® Encourage your child to
write a story that’s set in a
spot you're visiting. If you
stay at a relative’s cabin,
for example, she might
make up a tale about get-
ting lost in the woods or
finding an underground
cave. During a picnic, she
could write about finding
anew friend or learning a
trick on the monkey bars.

® Your youngster can pretend
to be a restaurant critic. The next time your family goes out
or orders in, help her write observations on a paper napkin or
placemat. (“Burger: delicious. Broccoli: mushy.”) Afterward,
she can refer to the napkin and write a review.¥

®eccccccccsscses,
cee,
®e,

Reading to siblings

My older daughter, Alyssa, didn’t
like to read out loud in school or answer questions in
front of the whole class. Her teacher suggested that
we help her get more comfortable with this, since
she’ll need to read aloud or speak in front of
others throughout her school years.

One of the teacher’s ideas has turned into a :
family tradition that’s helping both of our children. Alyssa started reading to hgr
little sister, Claire, at bedtime. She’s getting practice reading aloud, anq Clglre is
even learning to read a few words. I guess she has decided that if her big sister
can read, so can she!

Last week, Alyssa came home and told me that when it’s her turn to read, she
just pretends she’s reading to her little sister. And she said that now she feels bet-

Lter reading aloud in school.¥

Words | know

When your youngster
learns new words in class
or during conversations, help her
remember them with these ideas.

different subjects on different types of
jewels. Social studies words might go on
diamonds, for instance.

Vocabulary quilt

Let your youngster cut poster board
into four-inch squares. She can write
new words on the squares and decorate

Treasure box
Give your child a shoebox “treasure
chest” for storing new words. Help her

cut several colors of construction paper
into two-inch circles or diamonds

to make “jewels.” She can
write a word on one side
(“tempo”) and add its
definition to the back
(“speed of music™).

Idea: Suggest that she
write words from

O U R P URPOSE

To provide busy parents with practical ways

to promote their children’s reading, writing,
and language skills.

Resources for Educators,
a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com

www.rfeonline.com

ISSN 1540-5648

s

each one with crayons to show its mean-
ing. For example, if she learns
/ the word “translucent” in
science, she might decorate
its square like a stained-
glass window. When she
has a dozen words, she
can tape them together
to make a “quilt.” ¥
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1 (Day3) | 2 (Day 4)
ESE PTO Tricky
Dr. Seuss | 1.
1 Gym/Atrium
Blrthday Doors Open @
1:00
4 5 (pays) 6  (paye) |7  (payn) |8  (Day2) 9 10
Coffee w/the PSSA Pep Rally Teacher in
Principal-Café | for students in Service —
Health & Grades 3,4,5- NO STUDENTS
Wellness IS 00 8:30-2:00pm
9:15-10:00am
School Store
11 12  (pay3) 13 (pay4) |14 (pays) |15 (paye) 16  (pay1) 17
DAYLIGHT st St
a eading
SAVINGS TIME PSSA Testing
BEGINS begins today
18 19 (pay2) 20 (pay3) | 21 (Day4) 22 (Day5) 23 (Day6) | 24
ESASD Board ESE Teachers “Walking Path | Grade Level
Meeting- Admin | Night @ Kick-off’ — all | Assemblies for
McDonalds grades during all Grades
Lower Main St. Recess Rm 300
4:00pm-7:00pm
25 26 (payl) 27 (pay2) | 28  (pay3) 29 (Day4) 30 (pay5) 31
If Students go to PTO General “Dine with a
TLC with Mrs. School Store Board Meeting friend during
Sue Eden 6:30pm hineh”
9:00am-2:00pm Cafeteria
February 2012 Notes: April2012
s/ M|T|W|T s | | School will be closed for S/M|T|W|T|F
1 | 2 | 3| 4 || Spring Recess from iles 38 gl6[7
5|6 |7|8|9 10 u | Thursday, April 5% - 8|9 |10 1 12 13 14
12 |13 |14 | 15 | 16 | 17 | 18 | | Monday, April gth. 15|16 |17 |18 |19 |20 | 21
19 | 20| 21 | 22 | 23 | 24 | 25 School will re-open on 22 123 |24 |25 | 26 27 28
26 | 27 | 28 | 29 Tuesday, April 10th, 29 | 30
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