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My listening
center

Any time is story time when your
youngster has easy access to audio-
books. Consider setting up a special
spot where he can listen to recorded
stories— he’ll build vocabulary and
fluency. Here’s how:

® Put a tape recorder, a CD player, or an
MP3 player in a quiet place, such as a

corner of the living room or your child’s
bedroom. Then, help him collect audiobooks. You can check

Printing
neatly

@ My daughter’s handwriting is very

messy. How can I encourage her to write

neatly?

0 Give your child lots of opportunities
to practice. You could hang up a chalk-

board and use a yardstick to draw
straight lines on it. Ask her to write
tonight’s dinner menu or tomorrow’s
weather forecast—and remind her to
use her best printing so everyone can
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them out from the library, buy
discounted ones through a
school book club catalog, or
download recordings (try
audible.com or storynory.com).
Or you could record your own.
Idea: When relatives visit, invit
them to record a story for your
youngster. That way, he can lis-
ten to his aunt or grandpa read
to him any time.

® Get print versions of audio-
books so your youngster can fol-
low along as he listens. He may want to slide his finger unde:
the text to keep his place. Hearing and seeing the story at the
same time can help him learn to read new words. Tip: Sug-
gest that he read aloud with the recording. He’ll practice
reading at a good pace.¥

Outdoor word play

Spring has arrived! Here are ways your
child can practice reading, writing, and
spelling while she plays outside:

® Draw a hopscotch game. In each square,
write a word that rhymes with several other
words (ship). When your youngster lands on a
square, she reads the word and says a word
that thymes with it (lip).

read it.

Thank-you
notes are
another fun
way to work
on writing.
Show your
youngster notes with nice handwriting
that you've received. Then, encourage
family members to write notes for one
another (“Thank you for putting my bike
away”) and leave them in fun places for
the other person to find.

Finally, help your daughter strengthen
her hand muscles with a variety of activi-
ties. Spinning miniature tops, doing
mazes, and building with Legos all
improve hand coordination.¥
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® Use a twig to write a word for your child in dirt or sand. Help her read it. Then,
have her smooth out the soil and write a word that begins with the last letter of your
word. How long can you keep going back and forth?

® Let your youngster collect 26 rocks. She can use chalk to write a letter of the
alphabet on each one. Give her a word and ask her to spell it with the rocks. Or have
her write words in chalk on the sidewalk.¥

My son liked read-
ing The Gingerbread
Man, but he always said he didn’t
like the ending because the fox eats
the cookie. So I suggested that
he write a different ending.

I gave him a piece of
paper, and he wrote about
the gingerbread man out-
smarting the fox and return-
ing home to live “happily
ever after.” He folded the
paper and tucked it into the
back of the book so he could
use his ending the next time
he read the story.

It reminded me of a choose-your-own
adventure book, so I encouraged him to
think of other endings, too. He wrote
one where the fox and the ginger-
bread man become friends and
another where the gingerbread
man moves to a gingerbread
village.

We put all the endings in
the book. Every time we get to
the end of the story, he shuf-
fles the papers and pulls out
one. We have done this with
several other books, too. Now,
my son’s favorite stories alway:s
have surprise endings! ¥





School and Home Connection
APRIL'S CHARACTER WORD OF THE MONTH IS:   CREATIVITY
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Coffee with the Principal and ESE Parent Presentation

 
On Wednesday, April 11th, please join us for “Coffee with the Principal.”  The Parent Presentation topic for April is "Homework Success: Establishing routines and incentives," and will be 
             hosted by Laura Shappell, School Psychologist.  
We will also have a meet and greet session with 2nd grade substitute teacher, Ms. Samantha Mauro, who is now teaching Mrs. Miller’s class until the end of this school year.  You may also remember Ms. Mauro when she was a long term substitute earlier this year for our librarian, Ms. Heather Oakes.  Finally, ESE Choral Director, Jeremy Judd, will speak about music and the arts in education.
This 
combined event will be held in our cafeteria from 9:15am-10:00am.

Please come to the main office about 20 minutes prior to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must be presented.
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     Recess
School will be closed for Spring Recess from Thursday, April 5th through Monday, April 9th.

School will reopen on Tuesday, April 10th.   
[image: image3.wmf]Lifetouch Pictures
Tuesday, April 10th – Class and Pennant pictures.

Friday, April 13th – Individual Spring Portraits.




PTO School Store 
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PTO School Store will be held in the ESE Atrium during all lunch periods on the following dates:

Wednesday, April 11th 
Wednesday, April 25th


Grade Level Assembly

Our next Grade Level Assembly will be held on Monday, April 16th in 
Rm 300.   Awards including Student of the Month for March, will be presented at 
this assembly.  Parents are always welcome to attend.   Please come to the main 
office about 20 minutes prior to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must 
be presented.  

*Please note that 5th Grade Assembly will be held at 2:00pm for this month only.
	Assembly Time
	Grade

	10:00 am
	3

	10:30 am
	4

	
	

	12:00 pm
	1

	12:30 pm
	K

	1:00 pm


	2

	2:00 pm 
	5 


The PTO Book Fair Returns


Book Fair Week returns to ESE this month from Monday, April 16th 

through Friday, April 20th.
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What should /A

I write?

Deciding what to write about gives your
youngster a chance to be creative. But it
can also be a challenge. Here are some
fun ways for your child to come up with
story ideas.

Listen to music. Put on a CD or the radio.

Ask your youngster what he thinks a song is about or what it
reminds him of. He can use his thoughts to write a story.

Read a book. Your youngster can turn
) his favorite part of a book into a com-
\\\\\\\ pletely different tale. For instance,

—  after reading The Rainbow Fish by
Marcus Pfister, he might write a story
about a colorful bird who lives in the
rain forest.

/ Talk to a friend. He can call a class-
~~~~~ mate to brainstorm story topics—

putting their heads together may lead
to a great idea.

E

Look at art. A painting can inspire an interesting story. Visit
a gallery, go to www.nga.gov/kids, or get an art book such as

Pretend to be someone else. Your child might imagine that Museum ABC (The Metropolitan Museum of Art). Suggest that
he is a teacher at his school or an ice cream truck driver. Have  your child choose a picture and pretend it’s the illustration
him write a story from that point of view. for his story as he writes.¥ hies
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My daughter got a nice report card,
but her oral language grade was a little
low. Celina talks constantly at home, so I was surprised.

This homemade bingo game will help

your youngster learn about vowels. When I asked her teacher, I learned a lot about the skills

Together, think of 25 three-letter
words—5 each with a different vowel (a,
e, i, 0, u) in the middle. Examples: rap,
met, dim, top, sun. Have your child
write each word on a separate slip of
paper and place the slips in a bowl.

Then, help
her make
bingo cards.
Draw lines to
divide sheets of
paper into five rows
and columns, and put a

vowel at the top of each column. Pull parts of speech

one word at a time and write it under

her grade was based on.

Mrs. Ross explained that Celina has a good vocabu-
lary and participates in class discussions. But like many
children, she is still learning to listen to what others say, take turns talking,
and stay on topic.

I asked how we could help Celina at home. The teacher suggested that we encour:
age Celina to practice listening and taking turns during our regular family talks. She
said she gives students gentle reminders—she taps her ear for “listen” and holds up
her index finger for “wait your turn.” I have been trying these ideas, and they seem
to be working. I'm hoping Celina’s oral language grade will go up next quarter—and
I think all of us are enjoying our family conversations more! ¥

the correct vowel. Note: Put the words Help your child learn about different ~ people around you, and take turns say-
on different spots on the cards so each parts of speech with these games that ing a word that describes their actions.
one is different. you can play at home or on the go. At a bank, for example, you might watch

To play, a caller picks a slip and reads @ 5ome words label people, places, and people write, wait, count, talk, type, sit,
the word aloud. Fach player covers that  thingsthey are called nouns. Use this ~ and even fidget.

word with a coin. Ask your youngster activity to teach your youngster to be ® Descriptive words (adjectives) make

to listen closely so she’ll hear the vowel specific with nouns. Look around you writing more colorful. Have your young-
sound. The first player to get five words  an4 say a general word for each category  ster pick any object he sees and add a
in a row calls, “Bingo!” Idea: For extra you see (woman, room, tool). word that describes it

practice, trade cards and play again.¥ Ask your child to think of

O UR P URUPOSE three words that are more

(green curtain). You
repeat his word and

To provide busy parents with practical ways exact (doctor, office, ste tho- add your own (SOft
to promote their children’s reading, writing, Pl in with een curtain).
and language skills. - €). C?y e t gr s dC)l
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FeEE e (verbs) carefully to make their
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writine excitine. Observe the

descriptive words
until you run out of
ideas. Then, choose a
new item to describe.¥
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COME JOIN THE FUN AT ESE

“Build a Book Night!” 
Thursday April 19th, from 6:30 - 8:00pm
This event is designed for families to discover the joys of reading.  It will include 
a Family Literacy Workshop and a Build-a-Book activity.  There is no charge, our 
PTO will be purchasing the book kits and free refreshments will be served.  Please 
join us to inspire a lifelong love of reading for our students.

The PTO’s Scholastic Book Fair will also be open this evening in the ESE Atrium!





                       WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

PSSA Test Dates

PSSA Writing Test

            April 16 – April 19

    Grade 5 only

PSSA Science Test

            April 23 – April 24

    Grade 4 only

MAP Test Dates


MAP Testing for all Grades (K-5)  -  April 23 through May 18th.
[image: image9.wmf]Reminder to parents:  If you are taking your child/children out 
of school for vacation, you must submit a vacation form at least 
30 days in advance.  This request form can be obtained in the office.
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Report Cards
Report cards will be sent home with students on Friday, 
April 27, 2012.



“Dine with a Friend”
[image: image11.wmf] All grades are eligible to participate each month by doing the following:

[image: image12.wmf]On the last Friday of each month, special tables are set up in the cafeteria.  Teachers will collect 10 tickets per student and submit a reservation request in advance to Mrs. Rachel Hazen.  Students and their friends must be in the same grade to dine together.  
Dining Dates for the remainder of the school year are:  
 




Apr 27th, and May 25th. 

                     Ready for Kindergarten ???

· Kindergarten registration has begun for the next school year 2012 - 2013.

· Kindergarten screening will take place on May 14 & May 15, 2012 by appt only.

· Kindergarten Late Screening is scheduled for Thursday, Aug 9, 2012 by appt only.
· Kindergarten Orientation is scheduled for Thursday, Aug 16, 2012.


Thanks to Ms. Andrews and everyone who helped with our second annual Pennies campaign! The K kids had a lot of fun, and the money goes to the Leukemia and Lymphoma foundation.  

The lucky class who won a Spaghetti lunch delivered to their classroom is Mrs. Lopez’ 
4th Grade class!

All together, over $1,800.00 dollars was collected at ESE to make this a very successful fundraiser.

Thank you, 
K-Kids
Kindergarten
Newman

$9.63

Prusik


$106.81

Casella


$37.96

Iannia


$60.45

Keyes


$37.95

D. Smith

$37.13

First Grade
Reese


$58.37

Witcraft

$73.64

Angelopoulos

$74.46

Steakin

$15.48

Johnson

$32.14

Peters


$66.43

Second Grade

Shadle

          $46.94
Zaso


$21.93
Conkin 

$19.68
Ridner


$52.74
Miller


$44.37
	

Third Grade
	

	Andrews
	$152.59

	Hegarty
	$83.55

	Kintz
	$112.38

	Lucchetti
	$7.96

	J. Tosh
	$69.00

	
	


Fourth Grade

C. Tosh

$47.31

Parton

$12.65

Hower

$30.38

Lopez

$180.84 *Congrats!  
Varner

33.66

Fifth grade

Souffrant

$64.18

Mrs. L

$25.44

Mr. L.

$4.21

Trauschke

$86.57

Zamorski

$0.72

	Sunshine Club
	$96.00
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   Fairy Tale Mock Trial


Best Wishes to the following 5th Grade students who 
will represent ESE in the Fairy Tale Mock Trial on Friday,
April 27th.  Students who participate will first receive a 
guided tour of the Monroe County Courthouse, and will 
be escorted from ESE by 5th grade teacher, Mrs. Peggy Thurber. 
· Mr. Trauschke's Class: Gavin Reade, Austin Possinger, Dahlia Agathangelou

· Mrs. Luchowski's Class: Hailey Walton, Masiel Colon, Michael Bongiorno, 
Jacki Turiello
· Mr. Luchowski's Class: Jeremy Williams, Hailey Lakota, Nayana Sturzeneker, 
Noell Walden
· Mrs. Souffrant's Class: Hamad Elkasas, Daniel Opong-Duah, Jade Leis
· Mr. Zamorski and Mrs. Thurber's Class: Justine Kenyatta, Chalrize Kenyatta, 
Danielle Tyson, Amira Wagstaff


                            SPIRIT WEEK

Join the E.S.E. Character Club and show April’s word of the month:   
CREATIVITY during Spirit Week starting on April 16th and ending on April 20th. 

Monday 4/16: 

· Crazy Hat Day- Wear the craziest, zaniest hat you can find.

Tuesday 4/17: 

· Color Wheel Day- Wear as much of the color from the color wheel that is assigned to your grade.

· Kindergarten- RED

· First Grade- ORANGE

· Second Grade- YELLOW

· Third Grade- GREEN

· Fourth Grade- BLUE

· Fifth Grade- INDIGO/VIOLET (PURPLE)

Wednesday 4/18:

· Wacky Wednesday- Wear your wackiest outfit to school.

Thursday 4/19: 

· Silly Sock Day- Wear your silliest, mismatched, and/or craziest socks to school.

Friday 4/20: 

· Wild and Zany Hair-Do Day- Show your creativity by creating a wacky hair-do.
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East Stroudsburg Elementary School  “Where we strive for excellence.”
Page 6
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Tips for Reading Success
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Book
PICkS Read-aloud favorites

B My Friends/Mis Amigos

In this easy-to-read story by Taro
Gomi, a little girl names things she
has learned from
friends. For
instance, a dog
taught her to jump,
her teachers taught
her to study, and a D WOt
butterfly taught her to smell flowers.
Includes English and Spanish text.

B Just a Dream
Walter thinks nothing of throwing
trash in the grass or teasing his neigh-
bor for planting a tree.
Then one night, he
dreams of a future
“= world covered with
ar= trash and tree
Stumps Suddenly, he stops littering
and starts taking care of the earth. A
story about being environmentally
friendly by Chris Van Allsburg.

B Pippi Longstocking

Astrid Lindgren’s classic tale is retold
in simple language for beginning
readers. It’s about a spunky little

girl named Pippi who wears striped
stockings, lives with her pet monkey,
and is always getting into trouble.
Translated by Tiina Nunnally.

B Sky Boys
How was the Empire State Building
built? This nonfiction book by Debo-
rah Hopkinson offers amaz-
ing facts about the New
York City landmark. Steel
columns were sunk 55
feet underground to sup-
port the 365,000-ton
tower, and the builders
took lunch breaks
on beams dozens
of stories high.

East Stroudsburg Elementary School
Irene C. Livingston, Principal

Sentence success

Being able to build a sentence is
important in every school subject—
and in everyday life. Try these
activities to help your youngster
recognize sentences that
work.

Spin and read

Together, make a sentence
spinner. Cut out two circles—
one 10 inches and one 6 inches—
from sturdy material like file folders
or paper plates. Draw lines to divide
each circle into eight wedges, and lay
the smaller circle on top. Across each
wedge in the outer circle, write sentence
starters, or subjects (The clown, The bal-
lerina). In the inner circle, write sentence
endings, or predicates (juggled at the cir-
cus, danced in the recital). Hold a pencil
in the center, spin the inner circle, and
read the silly sentences you create (“The
clown milked the cow™).

work together to assemble the sentence.
Add a second and then a third sentence
to the bag. How many sentences can you
unscramble at a time?

Finish the sentence

Leave an incomplete sentence on the
refrigerator for your youngster to discover
when she wakes up in the morning
Put in order ¢ French toast for break-

Ask your youngster to think of a sen- fast”). Ask her to read the message and
tence, and help her write each word on a think about what would make sense in
separate slip of paper. Put the words in a the blank (“We are having” or “Let’s
paper bag, and shake them up. Then, take  eat”). Then, let her write an unfinished
turns pulling out one slip at a time, and sentence for you to complete.¥

Discovering new genres

There’s a big world of books out there!
Introduce your youngster to all kinds of
stories with these suggestions: W

® Wordless books use only pictures to o]
tell a story. Have your child “read” one to
you (try The Red Book by Barbara Lehman
or Jour de péche by Laurent Moreau). Using the
illustrations to describe what’s happening lets him work on comprehension skills.

® Tall tales rely on exaggeration. For example, Paul Bunyan (Stephen Krensky) is

about a lumberjack who was so big, his shirt had wagon wheels for buttons. Read
a few tall tales, and ask your youngster to pomt out places where the author exag-
gerates. This will improve his thinking skills. ¥




