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- ESE  January News -
School  and  Home Connection         


JANUARY'S  CHARACTER WORD OF THE MONTH IS:   INSPIRATIONAL
We would like to extend a warm welcome to all of our students and staff that hopefully enjoyed the holidays and winter recess with family and friends.
Without a single "snow closing" so far this school year, all holiday events and programs were successfully and safely held as scheduled in December.
Here’s to a happy, healthy, and prosperous new year to all!
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What should /A

I write?

Deciding what to write about gives your
youngster a chance to be creative. But it
can also be a challenge. Here are some
fun ways for your child to come up with
story ideas.

Listen to music. Put on a CD or the radio.

Ask your youngster what he thinks a song is about or what it
reminds him of. He can use his thoughts to write a story.

Read a book. Your youngster can turn
) his favorite part of a book into a com-
\\\\\\\ pletely different tale. For instance,

—  after reading The Rainbow Fish by
Marcus Pfister, he might write a story
about a colorful bird who lives in the
rain forest.

/ Talk to a friend. He can call a class-
~~~~~ mate to brainstorm story topics—

putting their heads together may lead
to a great idea.

E

Look at art. A painting can inspire an interesting story. Visit
a gallery, go to www.nga.gov/kids, or get an art book such as

Pretend to be someone else. Your child might imagine that Museum ABC (The Metropolitan Museum of Art). Suggest that
he is a teacher at his school or an ice cream truck driver. Have  your child choose a picture and pretend it’s the illustration
him write a story from that point of view. for his story as he writes.¥ hies

.

0o ®
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eee®
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--------------------------------------------------------

My daughter got a nice report card,
but her oral language grade was a little
low. Celina talks constantly at home, so I was surprised.

This homemade bingo game will help

your youngster learn about vowels. When I asked her teacher, I learned a lot about the skills

Together, think of 25 three-letter
words—5 each with a different vowel (a,
e, i, 0, u) in the middle. Examples: rap,
met, dim, top, sun. Have your child
write each word on a separate slip of
paper and place the slips in a bowl.

Then, help
her make
bingo cards.
Draw lines to
divide sheets of
paper into five rows
and columns, and put a

vowel at the top of each column. Pull parts of speech

one word at a time and write it under

her grade was based on.

Mrs. Ross explained that Celina has a good vocabu-
lary and participates in class discussions. But like many
children, she is still learning to listen to what others say, take turns talking,
and stay on topic.

I asked how we could help Celina at home. The teacher suggested that we encour:
age Celina to practice listening and taking turns during our regular family talks. She
said she gives students gentle reminders—she taps her ear for “listen” and holds up
her index finger for “wait your turn.” I have been trying these ideas, and they seem
to be working. I'm hoping Celina’s oral language grade will go up next quarter—and
I think all of us are enjoying our family conversations more! ¥

the correct vowel. Note: Put the words Help your child learn about different ~ people around you, and take turns say-
on different spots on the cards so each parts of speech with these games that ing a word that describes their actions.
one is different. you can play at home or on the go. At a bank, for example, you might watch

To play, a caller picks a slip and reads @ 5ome words label people, places, and people write, wait, count, talk, type, sit,
the word aloud. Fach player covers that  thingsthey are called nouns. Use this ~ and even fidget.

word with a coin. Ask your youngster activity to teach your youngster to be ® Descriptive words (adjectives) make

to listen closely so she’ll hear the vowel specific with nouns. Look around you writing more colorful. Have your young-
sound. The first player to get five words  an4 say a general word for each category  ster pick any object he sees and add a
in a row calls, “Bingo!” Idea: For extra you see (woman, room, tool). word that describes it

practice, trade cards and play again.¥ Ask your child to think of

O UR P URUPOSE three words that are more

(green curtain). You
repeat his word and

To provide busy parents with practical ways exact (doctor, office, ste tho- add your own (SOft
to promote their children’s reading, writing, Pl in with een curtain).
and language skills. - €). C?y e t gr s dC)l
Resources for Educators, HEW WOTS. Continue a ng

a division of Aspen Publishers, Inc.
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630 ® Tell your youngster that

540-636-4280 * recustomer@wolterskluwer.com authors pick action words
FeEE e (verbs) carefully to make their
ISSN 1540-5648 e -
writine excitine. Observe the

descriptive words
until you run out of
ideas. Then, choose a
new item to describe.¥




Coffee with the Principal and ESE Parent Presentation
On Wednesday, Jan 4th, please join us for “Coffee with the Principal.”    The Parent Presentation topic for January is “Internet Safety for Children," and will be hosted by our District Technology Coach, 
Mr. Shawn Wescott.  This event will be held in our cafeteria from 
        9:15am-10:15am.

Please come to the main office about 20 minutes prior to sign in and obtain a visitor’s pass.  Photo I.D. must be presented.
READING & MATH MAP TESTING FOR GRADES 3 THROUGH 5

READING & MATH MAP Testing will begin on Tuesday, January 3rd and continue until Wednesday, January 11th.  Children should be well rested, have a balanced breakfast, and be punctual especially during this time. The abbreviated article below from the website: www.ezinearticles.com, offers some helpful suggestions.
How to Help Your Child Prepare for State Testing in School
What can you, as a parent, do to help ease your child's anxiety over state testing? In this article, you will find several useful tips to help you prepare your child for their state testing.

Get Some Rest - Of course we all know that children need their sleep, but did you know that most children don't get their required hours of sleep every night? During your child's state testing, it is so important that they get at least the recommended hours of sleep, nightly. No one wants their child so tired that they do poorly during the tests that matter most in their educational life. So even if it's a battle, get those kids to bed on time or, better yet, early.

Eat Breakfast - You've heard the saying that breakfast is the most important meal of the day. Well, it's true. So make sure that you child isn't so rushed off to school that they don't have time for a good, nutritious breakfast beforehand. 

Attendance - Lastly, make sure that your child is at school, on time, and ready for action every day that the state tests are being administered. Attendance is mandatory. If your child has a dentist appointment scheduled, move it to late in the afternoon or to a completely different day. Don't pick your child up early. If something drastic does happen and there's nothing you can do to prevent a missed day, make sure that you find out what days will be scheduled for make-up tests.
Speak Positive - All children will pick up on their parents' feelings on any given subject, and that includes their state testing. So when you discuss this part of their schooling with them, always speak positive about it. In the end, try to calm your child's anxieties about the state testing, but also insure that they understand these tests are important to their educational advancement. Be supportive, be helpful, and listen to their concerns. Make sure that they know to do their best and that's all you ask of them.  Let them know that they will do great and you'll be proud of them no matter what. 
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Buzz-Worthy News, 
it’s the Spelling Bee! 

	Round 1 – Elementary 5th Grade

	Date
	Snow Date#1
	Snow Date#2
	Snow Date#3
	Time
	Location

	Tuesday 1/24/12
	Wednesday
1/25/12
	Thursday
1/26/12
	Tuesday 1/31/12
	9:45am
	Resica Elementary
Multi-purpose Room

	

	Round 2 –    Grades 5th– 8th 

	Date
	Snow Date#1
	Snow Date#2
	Snow Date#3
	Time
	Location

	Wednesday 2/22/12
	Thursday 2/23/12
	Tuesday 2/28/12
	Wednesday 2/29/12
	10:00am
	Resica Elementary
Multi-purpose Room

	

	Round 3 –    Grades 5th– 8th

	Date
	Time
	Location

	Tuesday 4/03/12
	7:00pm
	East Stroudsburg High School South - Auditorium


Grade Level Assembly

Due to MAP testing and other scheduled programs, the next Grade Level Assembly will be held in February 2012.  Student of the Month for December and January, as well as other awards will be distributed at that time.  The assembly date will be announced in the next issue of your Parent’s Newsletter during the first week of February.


New School Wide Positive Behavior Rewards at ESE 
With the winter months rapidly approaching, we are in the process of planning new and exciting options for indoor recess.  Students will be able to redeem their School Wide Positive Behavior Support Tickets to play board games or 
X Box 360 Kinect games.  Age appropriate games have been selected for all students to play during recess.
"Weather" or not.
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The East Stroudsburg School District uses a system called Connect-Ed to make phone calls regarding weather delays, cancellations, student absences, and emergencies.  These calls are meant to keep families informed and so it is critical that your contact information is kept current and up to date.  If you change, add or delete a phone number, please advise the school office.

Important:  Please be aware that when schools are closed due to inclement weather, all afternoon and evening activities/events are also cancelled.  

During inclement weather you may also call (570) 424-7842 for automated information.
Local Radio and TV Stations make announcements periodically as well:
	WVPO  840 AM RADIO
	WEEX  99.9  AM RADIO

	WBYN  1160  AM RADIO
	WRAW  1340 OLDIES -AM RADIO

	WODE - FM  99.9  
	WSBG – FM  93.5

	WCTO – FM  CAT COUNTRY 96 
	WLEV – FM  100.7

	WMGH – FM  MAGIC 105.5
	WRFY – FM  Y102

	WFKB – FM  107.5  FRANK FM 
	WWYY – FM  107.1  
“107 THE BONE”

	
	

	
	

	
	

	WBRE – TV
CABLE CHANNEL 8
	WFMZ – TV
CABLE CHANNEL 4

	WNEP – TV
CABLE CHANNEL 7
	WYOU – TV
CABLE CHANNEL 2

	WBRC – TV

CHANNEL 13
	

	
	

	
	

	
	

	READING EAGLE
	www.readingeagle.com 

	EXPRESS TIMES
	www.lehighvalleylive.com 


 Upcoming PTO Events

[image: image14.wmf]
PTO School Store will be held in the ESE Atrium during all lunch 
periods on the following Wednesdays:

January 11th and January 25th




[image: image15.wmf]
PTO Movie Night will be held on Friday, January 13th in 
the Cafeteria.  Doors open at 6:30pm, and the movie begins at 7:00pm. The title will be announced in the PTO Newsletter.
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   PTO General Meeting will be held on Thursday, January 19th 
   in the ESE Cafeteria at 6:30pm.
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Tips for Reading Success

January 2012

Book Ay

PiCks Read-aloud favorites

B Mike Mulligan and
His Steam Shovel
Mary Anne is a
hardworking
red steam
shovel. Her
driver, Mike, is
upset because all of

the jobs are being given to shiny new
trucks that run on gas or electricity.
What will happen to Mike and Mary
Anne? A classic tale by Virginia Lee
Burton. (Also available in Spanish.)

B I Lost My Tooth in Africa

@ Your child might be sur-
e prised to discover that the

African tooth fairy leaves
chickens in exchange for
lost baby teeth. Based on a
— true story, Penda Diakité’s
book tells of her little sister’s exciting
experience during the family’s visit
with relatives in Mali.

B A Day with No Crayons

The world is full of art supplies! That’s
what little Liza discovers after she col-
ors on the walls and her mother takes
away her crayons. In this story by Eliz-
abeth Rusch, Liza finds other ways to
express her creativity—using mud,
flower petals, and even toothpaste.

M Andy Shane, Hero at Last

Andy isn't sure he can win a bike-
decorating contest against his friend
Dolores. But as the children ride their
bikes in the town
parade, Andy has
a chance to be a
hero. The latest
book in the Andy
Shane series by
Jennifer Richard
Jacobson.

Peginning Edition

East Stroudsburg Elementary School
Irene C. Livingston, Principal

Fun at the library

Where can your child go to hear a
good story, find the latest books and
magazines, and surround himself
with information about almost any
topic? The public library! Here are
a few ideas for making the most
of your next trip.

Listen to a story. Ask a librarian
for information about story hour.
Some libraries even have special T
read-alouds that include crafts,
puppets, or snacks. You can also
have your own story time. Let your
youngster choose a few books. Then,
find a quiet corner and read to him. Or
let him pretend to be a librarian—he
can read to you or to a younger sibling.

read the most recent issues of Fun for
Kidz, Ladybug, Click, Humpty Dumpty,
and others.

Read around a theme. Together, choose
a theme for your library visit. You might
pick something your youngster is study-
ing in school or another topic that inter-
ests him. Then, encourage him to explore
different sections of the library as he
gathers books that go with his choice. A
winter animal theme, for instance, could
include a story about a polar bear, a non-
fiction book on penguins, and the biog-
raphy of an Antarctic explorer.¥

Find out what's new. Look for a “new
arrivals” display. Your child can read the
latest book from his favorite author or
discover a brand-new writer whose stories
he might enjoy. (Tip: Put his name on the
waiting list for new or upcoming releases
you think he’d like to check out.) Also,
browse the children’s magazines. He can

Reading helpers

As children learn to read, they can benefit from the support
of as many adults as possible. Here’s how you can help with
the reading program at your youngster’s school:

® Offer to read aloud to the class, small
groups, or individual students. You could
also listen while students read to you.

® Tell the teacher if you know another language. She might
pair you up with a child who speaks that language and is learning English.

® Make books. When students write stories, volunteers may be needed to staple
or bind the pages together.

® Help children use computers and encyclopedias to look up information.
® Assist with after-school events such as book fairs or literacy nights.

® \olunteer during your youngster’s library time to help students find books
they’d like to check out.¥
_
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Writing:

Draft

Step-by-step

A writing plan can help your
youngster make sure that her story
turns out just the way she wants it.

Share these steps with your budding
author.

Sketch
Suggest that your child divide her paper

into three columns: “Beginning,” “Middle,” and “End.” Then,
have her fill each section with sketches that show what might

happen in that part of the story.

esesccccccccsse
--.-n.-oo.oo.no-
KR
esee®
esee®

Crafty
spelling

Turn spelling time
into craft time! Your youngster can learn
how to spell common words, and stretch
her creativity, with these projects.

Alphabet soup
Ask your
child to
color the cen-
ter of a paper
plate lightly with a
crayon to look like a bowl of soup. Then,
have her flip through a book and look
for sight words, or words that are used
frequently. Examples: “the,” “and,”
“like,” “went,” “you.” She can use a
dark-colored marker to print them in
the “soup.”

Cute as a button

Help your youngster gather a variety
of craft supplies (buttons, dry noodles or
beans, sequins, beads, pom-poms). Have
her write words that she is learning in glue
on a sheet of construction paper. Then, let
her press the objects onto the glue. When
it dries, she can run her fingers over the
letters— touching them will help her
remember how to spell the words.¥

O U R P URUP O S E

To provide busy parents with practical ways
to promote their children’s reading, writing,
and language skills.

Resources for Educators,

a division of CCH Incorporated
128 N. Royal Avenue * Front Royal, VA 22630
540-636-4280 * rfecustomer@wolterskluwer.com
www.rfeonline.com

ISSN 1540-5648

Your youngster can use her
plan to write a rough draft. Ask
her to say each sentence aloud
(“I have a cat named Peanut But-

ter”), and then help her put the
words on paper. This will keep
each idea in mind as she writes.

Check
When your child’s draft is finished,
ask her to read it aloud and to stop if
she wants to add a detail or if something doesn’t make sense.
Help her add capital letters where they belong.

[T

Share
Finally, let your youngster type her story on a computer
or print it neatly on a fresh sheet of paper. Encourage her to
illustrate it and read it aloud to your family.¥

From choppy to smooth

@ When my son reads aloud, it sounds choppy. How can
I help him read more smoothly?

0 Reading sounds slow and uneven when a child
focuses on one word at a time rather than stringing
words together fluently. This can happen if a book
is too hard or if he doesn’t have a lot of experience
reading out loud.
If your son is stumbling over a lot of words (say,
1 out of every 10 or so), offer him an easier book.
But if he knows all the words and still isn’t reading
smoothly, he just might need more read-aloud practice.
Encourage him to read the way he talks. Try reading a passage alogd tggether
50 he can match your pace. He might also like to record himself reading into a
tape.recorder or cell phone. When he plays it back, he’ll hear how he sounds.
Then, he can practice a few times, make another recording, and compare the two
| to see how much he has improved.¥

In school, my
daughter Ella recently
discovered mysteries. Her teacher reads
them to the students, and they pretend
to be detectives, listening for clues
that will help them crack
the case.

Ella asked if we could
do this at home, so we
checked out some from
the library: the Young Cam
Jansen series by David
Adler and A to Z Mysteries
by Ron Roy. I gave her a

I suggested that she use it to jot down
the clues as 1 read. For example, she
drew a van that appeared to belong to
no one and a character who sneaked out
of a party without an explanation.
After reading a couple
of mysteries, she solved a
case before the detective
in the story. She was
excited, and I think
this has been good for
her, because it helps
her really understand

small notepad and told her

and pay attention to
what’s happening in

it was a detective’s notebook.

a book.¥
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