Letter Poem

A letter poem is simply a letter written in poetic format. It is not commonly addressed to a specific person, which means we should not be including a person’s name in this assignment. The letter poem is more ambiguous to allow for a more relatable experience for the reader. You could write a poem to a friend, enemy, family member, stranger, singer, poet, teacher, president, or higher power. Remember that while this is a letter, it is more a poem and should therefore incorporate all of the figurative language devices that we have been studying. Letter poems are much more interesting than everyday notes and letters because the meaning is not always on the surface. Letter poems generally use free verse, which means that they have no regular rules for rhythm or meter. 

Here’s an example to get you started.
Dear Sister,

I call tonight,

But you aren't there again.

Instead, I speak with "the mother."

She talks of dirty diapers, and doctor bills,

How she hates coming home to a messy house.

I drift off remembering our

Midnight shopping sprees to Meijers,

Two a.m. trips to Taco Bell,

And lazy Sundays spent in the basement

Watching cheesy B-rated horror flicks.

Screaming, then laughing together.

She's still droning on about a baked chicken recipe

She plans to make for dinner tonight;

How interesting.

My mind flashes to the night we bought the Beck cassette

And attempted to memorize the "Loser" lyrics.

"Time is a candle that's burning;

Dripping wax on the termites, who're choking on the splinters."

We drove all the way to Kalamazoo that night

Just because we could.

She pauses, and inhales

Like she hasn't been breathing

These past few minutes, maybe these past few years.

She sounds tired, but manages a polite, "so how are you?"

I mumble something about school,

And she mentions how expensive produce has been lately.

I hear the muffled sound of a baby crying in the background.

She groans and says she's gotta go.

I drop the phone back in its cradle,

While somewhere she lovingly lifts a baby from one,

And I wonder when did you get so old?

