Stats Chapter 1 Article Assignment.

Name____________________________

Read the article Hotel Maids Challenge the Placebo Effect by Alix Spiegel and answer the following questions using complete sentences (Yes, that includes capital letters, periods and proper grammar).  Please use a separate piece of paper.
1.  Identify the population and the sample in the study.

2.  What treatments are used in this experiment?

3.  Your text asserts that “control” is one of the key elements of a well-designed experiment.  Explain how the researcher in the “maid challenge” controlled the influential factors.

4.  The other two key elements of a well-designed experiment outlined in your text are randomization and replication.  Define these elements, explain why these are key to any study and relate these elements to the article.
5.  Explain why this study is a blind study?
6.  Explain the placebo effect and how it is illustrated in this article.
7.  Could there be any confounding variables in this experiment? If so, what could they potentially consist of?

