Active Voice v. Passive Voice
A verb is ACTIVE if the subject performs the action. [This is indicated by the STRONG verb in the sentence.]
Examples of Active Voice:

· Carver worked with conviction. [note the STRONG verb!]

· Carver developed seventy-five products from pecans. [note the STRONG verb!]
A verb is PASSIVE if the action is performed upon the subject. [This is indicated by the HELPING VERB(s)+ VERB[past participle]+ PREPOSITION construction in the sentence.]
Examples of Passive Voice:

· The work was done with conviction. [What IS the subject of this sentence?? (WHO is DOING the work??)]

· Was = helping verb

· Done= verb[past participle]

· With= preposition

· Seventy-five products were developed by Carver from pecans.

· Were = helping verb

· Developed= verb[past participle]

· By= preposition
Practice Exercises:

Directions: Identify each verb as Active or Passive by circling the verb(s) in the sentence.

1. In addition to his skills as a scientist, George Washington Carver enjoyed music.

a. Active
b. passive

2. While working in Winterset, Iowa, Carver was given piano lessons by Mrs. Millholland, a gifted musician.

a. Active
b. passive
3. His skills as a musician helped him later in life.

a. Active
b. passive
4. In his early years at Tuskegee, Carver played a series of recitals to raise money for the school’s agriculture program.

a. Active
b. passive
5. Enough money was raised from those concerts for the purchase of much-needed farm equipment.
a. Active
b. passive
6. Carver also enjoyed the visual arts.

a. Active
b. passive
7. While at Simpson College, he was coached by Etta Budd in painting.

a. Active
b. passive

8. Carver’s creativity was nurtured by Budd.

a. Active
b. passive

