American Modernism
1915-1950
· A reaction to the devastation of WWI and the great Depression –characterized by uncertainty, disjointedness, disillusionment.

· Sought to capture the essence of modern life—fragmentation, freedom, uncertainty—the reader must draw conclusions about meaning

· IMAGISM—a poetic movement using hard clear expression, concrete images, everyday language, and free verse (1907-1915).

· STREAM-OF–CONSCIOUSNESS—presents a series of thoughts, memories, insights connected only by a charatcter’s or speaker’s natural flow of thought.

· THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE—a literary movement in northern Manhattan where African-American writers gave voice to their culture for the first time. They expressed pride in their heritage and recreated jazz and the blues in their poetic rhythms.
In A Station at the Metro by Ezra Pound



The apparition of these faces in the crowd;
Petals on a wet, black bough.

The Red Wheelbarrow 
by William Carlos Williams


so much depends 

upon

a red wheel

barrow

glazed with rain 

water

beside the white

chickens

Harlem by Langston Hughes






What happens to a dream deferred?
Does it dry up

Like a raisin in the sun?

Or fester like a sore—

And then run?

Does it stink like rotten meat?

Or crust and sugar over—

Like a syrupy sweet?

Maybe it just sags 

Like a heavy load.

Or does it explode?

