English 11 College Prep
Ms. Matheis
Course Outline

Purpose of Course:

The purpose of this course is to familiarize students with the American literary tradition and to allow students to experience college preparatory coursework through the study of American Literature and the study and practice of writing.

General Goals:

· To study various literary works, exploring language use, characterization, action, and themes.  Students will analyze works for structure, meaning, and interpretive value and will relate works to both the time they were written and to contemporary experience.

· To increase students' sensitivity to the shared experience of literature.

· To develop critical standards for the students' appreciation of a literary work.

· To study intensively several longer works from several genres and periods.

· To sharpen students' awareness of the craft of writing.

· To prepare students for the PSSA Reading and Writing Test and the SAT
Literature Units:



Writing Units/Presentations:

· Review of Basic Skills


Diagnostic Testing: PSSA Reading, Literary Terms
District Testing

Active Reading /Standardized Test Prep
PSSA Writing: Scoring Timed Writings

· American Literature: The Short Story
Paragraph Style: Informative [PSSA]

Paragraph Style: Definition

· The Crucible: American Historical Drama
Paragraph Style: Persuasive [PSSA]

Literary Journals/ Shared Inquiry



· American Literature: Period Poetry
Paragraph Style: 
Comparison [PSSA]

Contrast [PSSA]

Paraphrasing and Explicating (defining)

PSSA Writing: Informative

· The Colonial Period: Non-Fiction 

Research Paper: The Pro-Con Paper
The Research Process [Six Week Project]

Paragraph Styles: Informative/Persuasive [PSSA]

Group Presentations




· The Great Gatsby: Modern American Novel
Literary Journals/ Internet Research

Shared Inquiry
· Death of a Salesman: Modern American Drama
Literary Journals/Internet Research

Shared Inquiry
Vocabulary: Vocabulary Workshop Level F 
Fall= Units 1-6 

Spring= Units 10-15
Grammar: PH Writing and Grammar: Ruby Level 
(Active/Passive Voice, Parallellism, Review of Grade 9 & 10 requirements
